Octomacrum europaeum (Monogenea: Octomacridae) was collected, for the first time in north-eastern Europe, from the gills of spirlin (Alburnoides bipunctatus). Morphometric characters were compared with those of other populations and conform to the original description of the species.
Octomacrum europaeum Roman et Bychovsky, 1956 is a specific parasite of the spirlin (Alburnoides bipunctatus). The species was first described by Roman and Bychowsky (1956) from the gills of spirlin in Romania. The genus Octomacrum contains 6 species of which a single one has been recorded in Europe on the spirlin (Cyprinidae). The remaining 5 species are known from catostomids and cyprinids in North America (Lambert & Le Brun, 1988; Hoffmann, 1999) . The O. europaeum life cycle has not been studied in any detail. In Poland, Prost (1993) found the species on the gills of spirlin in the stream Wołkowyja (District of Krosno, southern Poland), but failed to provide a description or drawing, whereas Lucky (1959) and Matejusova and Koubkova (2002) reported the species from the River Dyje in the Czech Republic. Examination of 10 spirlins (A. bipunctatus) measuring 8.5-11 cm and weighing 3.5 -9.6 g, caught in the River Pasłęka (north-eastern Poland; 54º 1 -55ʹ N; 20º 9 -18ʹ E) in November 2009, yielded 10 individuals of O. europaeum (Fig. 1A) . Nine of the 10 fish (prevalence = 90%) were infected by 1 -2 worms. Dimensions of soft body parts (length, width, oral sucker size, pharynx, genital sucker size) were determined from one individual. The remaining individuals were placed in GAP (Malmberg, 1957) on a microscope slide with a coverslip for measurement of the attachment clamps ( Fig. 1 C, E), central hooks ( Fig. 1 D) as well as the genital sucker (Fig. 1 B) . The measurements and photographs were taken using an Olym- 
